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ABSTRACT Research of high frequent recurrent sequences of words, or lexical
bundles (Biber et al, 1999) has demonstrated the formulaic trade of language and the
importance of including this kind of knowledge as part of the EFL/ ESL curriculum
(Bal, 2010). Biber (2004) created functional-pragmatic classification taxonomies for
lexical bundles that were, later, expanded by Simpson-Vlach (2010). The main purpose
of this classification is to serve for pedagogical use in academic speech and writing and
as a consequence, a demand for ways of classifying these units has become evident.
This research aims at clarifying ambiguous cases of bundles classification by exploring
their larger context of use in order to satisfy the mentioned demand. To conduct this
research, we chose to use as reference corpora the Brazilian Portuguese Sub-corpus of
ICLE (Br-ICLE) - a corpus with almost 159,000 words that is still being compiled and
is composed of argumentative essays written by Brazilian undergraduate students - and
the Louvain Corpus of Native English Essay (LOCNESS) — built with academic texts
from American and British students and composed of 324,006 words. We have chosen
LOCNESS as a reference corpus and Br-ICLE as a representative corpus of learners of
English. Our work is developed in the following steps. Step one: each researcher will,
individually, classify 7587 bundles of 3 and 4 words that occur in Br-ICLE and 5357
bundles of 3 and 4 words that occur in LOCNESS according to the Academic Formulas
List (Simpson-Vlach, R. & Ellis, N. 2010), all of which with a normalized frequency
equal or higher than 12,345. Step two: the three researchers will compare / contrast
their results. Classification which do not present total agreement between researchers
and in which double classification is found possible will be selected for further analysis.
Step three: we will examine the context of occurrence of the ambiguous cases (cases in
which total agreement was not reached) checking for structural patterns that would help
to better describe the occurrences of these bundles. We expect that the structural
patterns of occurrences can contribute for an additional manner of considering bundles
other then their functions when the same are borderline cases. We also expect that these
patterns of occurrences may be used to assist the development of automatic taggers,
improving their level of accuracy. In addition, the classification of the bundles of the
two chosen corpora can also enable future studies aiming at comparing / contrasting
native production to Brazilian learners production and inform curriculum
development. In the present conference we will show the results of steps one and two
(above mentioned) and the structural analysis of the context of about 20 ambiguous /
borderline bundles.
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